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promises he had made not to promulgate laws* without the consent of the Duma and changed the electoral law in such a way that the landowners and the 'Capitalists, the party of the Black-Hundred elements and their servitors, were assured of a majority in the Duma.
Both the victories and the defeats in the revolution taught the Russian people great historical lessons. While we are honouring the fifth anniversary of 1905, let us try to elucidate the main substance of these lessons.
The first and fundamental lesson is that only the revolutionary struggle of the masses can bring about anything like serious improvements in the lives of the workers and in the administration of the state. No "sympathy" for the workers on the part of educated people, no struggle of lone terrorists, however heroic, could do anything to undermine the tsarist autocracy and the omnipotence of the capitalists. This could be achieved only by the struggle waged by the workers themselves, only by the combined struggle of millions, and when this struggle grew weaker the workers immediately began to be deprived of what they had won. The Russian revolution confirmed the sentiments expressed in tJhe song of international labour:
No saviour from on high deliver,
No trust have we in prince or peer;
Our own right hand the chains must shiver,
Chains of hatred, greed and fear!
The second lesson is that it is not enough to undermine and restrict the power of the tsar. It must be destroyed. Until the tsarist regime is destroyed concessions won from the tsar will never be durable. The tsar made concessions when the onslaught of the revolution grew in intensity. When it subsided he took them all back. Onlty a democratic republic, the overthrow of the tsarist regime, the transfer of power -to the hands of the people can deliver Russia from the violence and tyranny of the bureaucracy, from